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                  Putting First Things First (Getting Back To Your First Love)
        (Revelation 2:1-6)

      “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 2 ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; 3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. 6 Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
                                                                                                                                           – Revelation 2:1-6

I. The Praise of Ephesus: “They were faithful in their service.”
    A. Their deeds, toil and perseverance were known by Jesus Christ.
    B. They did not tolerate evil and put to test those who called themselves apostles.
    C. They persevered and endured for the Name of Jesus Christ.
    D.  They had not grown weary and hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans. 

II. The Problem with Ephesus: “They had fallen from the love they had at first.”
     A.  They had abandoned the love they had at first.
     B.  The love was not what is used to be.

     C.  It is not that they did not have love, it’s that they were lacking the love they had at first. 
     D. Their works had become routine, lacking fervor for Christ.

III. The Priority for Ephesus: “The love they had and the deeds they are doing need to match”
A. Deeds, toil and perseverance done with lovelessness will bring Jesus Christ against you.

B. Not tolerating evil and putting false leaders to the test done with lovelessness will bring Jesus Christ against you. 

C. Enduring patiently and bearing up under for Jesus sake done with lovelessness will bring Jesus Christ against you.
D. The two greatest commandments are to love God and love others; Since the Lord has made this the priority of all that we do, it had to be the priority for the Church at Ephesus hence, the priority for us also. 
Key Point to Consider:  “No amount of good works, wisdom, and discernment in matters of church discipline, patience endurance in hardship, hatred of sin, disciplined doctrine, can ever make up for lovelessness.”
 “God takes special notice of the way and manner in which men think of him as they attend to his service and worship.”

IV. The Pronouncement to Ephesus: “Return to the love you had or I will remove you.”
      A. If repentance for leaving the love they had at first did not occur, God was going to 
           remove their lampstand.
      B. If repentance for leaving the love they had at first did not occur, God was going to remove 
          their ability to be  useful to Him.

     C. If repentance for leaving the love they had at first l did not occur, God was going to let the 
          light of their witness be extinguished.

V. The Precept for Ephesus : “Remember, repent, revert.”
      A. Ephesus was commanded to remember-making the effort to recall past joys, deeds, 

           attitudes, and experiences in the life of the church in order to repeat them and act upon 
           them.

      B. Ephesus was commanded to repent- acknowledgement of sin and turning away from sin 

           in attitude and action.
      C. Ephesus was commanded to revert- returning to their former state and eagerly seeking to 

           reengage in the deeds of love they once had done but had abandoned.

Key Point to Consider: “It’s all too easy to be both orthodox and active—and unloving. But without an intense and vital love any church will soon also be without light”
. “Every church has its own personality, identity, distinctive, gifts, and atmosphere…….The one quality, however, that should beautify every believer and every church, regardless of giftedness or personality, is 
love. Thus the thing that should be of utmost concern to every believer and every church is this: Does a Christlike spirit of love permeate the atmosphere of our church?”

                                                john 13:34-35, Galatians 5:13-14, 1 Corinthians 13:1-8     
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